
Restrictive local zoning and permitting decisions that decide who gets to live where have created and 
perpetuated segregation based on race, socioeconomic status, and familial status in Massachusetts. Per 
The Greater Boston Housing Report Card 2019, the majority of the area’s Latino and Black households 
live in just 10 municipalities across the state.

Too often, families with children, people with low incomes, and people of color are intentionally 
excluded when new housing is created by limiting housing type and affordability. By creating only studio 
apartments or only age-restricted homes in new development, for example, communities are furthering 
segregation and perpetuating exclusion.

WHY IS ENSURING FAIR HOUSING CRITICAL?

WHAT WILL THIS BILL DO?

This legislation will strengthen our fair housing laws and foster more inclusive communities by 
prohibiting municipal and state discriminatory zoning bylaws, ordinances, and land use decisions.

CONTACT YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS & ASK THEM TO SUPPORT THESE BILLS: 
https://malegislature.gov/search/findmylegislator

MORE INCLUSIVE 
COMMUNITIES

ACCESS & 
OPPORTUNITY

FAIR 
HOUSING

Questions? Contact CHAPA’s 
Director of Public Policy, Eric Shupin at 
eshupin@chapa.org or 617-682-9712

A N  AC T  P R O M OT I N G  FA I R  H O US I N G  BY  
P R E V E NT I N G  D ISC R I M I NAT I O N  A G A I NST

A F F O R D A B L E  H O U S I N G
H.1373 / S.867 

Sponsors: Representative Christine Barber & Senator Sonia Chang-Díaz
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