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The Building Blocks Coalition 
 

September 2, 2015 

 

The Honorable Karen E. Spilka 

Senate Ways and Means Chair 

The State House, Room 212 

Boston, MA 02133 

  

RE: Restoring Funding for the Housing Preservation and Stabilization Trust Fund in the 

FY2016 Budget 

 

Dear Chairwoman Spilka, 

 

Thank you for strongly supporting affordable housing, community development, and 

homelessness prevention programs in the FY2016 budget. With your leadership, the FY2016 

budget provides significant increases for proven programs that will help every family in the 

Commonwealth have a safe, decent, and affordable home.  

 

To continue this progress toward lifting all families, the Building Blocks Coalition, a group of 

organizations representing a broad array of affordable housing advocates, requests that the Senate 

take action needed to restore $11.5 million in funding for the Housing Preservation and 

Stabilization Trust Fund (HPSTF) in the FY2016 budget.  

 

The Legislature created HPSTF in 2014 to be a flexible method for funding affordable housing for 

low-income families and individuals in the Commonwealth, particularly those most at-risk of 

becoming homeless. Since its creation, HPSTF has helped to build supportive housing for veterans, 

the elderly, and the disabled; supplemented HomeBASE to help more families avoid or exit 

homeless shelters; and provided funding for the Secure Jobs initiative to connect low-income 

families with job training services. 

 

Specifically, HPSTF has helped to create supportive housing units across the Commonwealth.  In 

addition to providing families with homes, supportive housing brings together a network of non-

profits and agencies to offer services such as childcare, access to job training, mental-health care, 

and other opportunities that moves families toward stability and success.   

 

Notable projects supported by HPSTF include 69 permanent, supportive housing units for 

homeless veterans at the Bedford Veteran’ Administration Medical Center in Bedford.  HPSTF 

also funded 27 units of supportive housing with a preference for veterans and their families in 

Haverhill, sponsored by Coalition for a Better Acre and the Veterans Northeast Outreach Center.  

In Lowell, House of Hope Inc’s New Hope II project will create 7 units of supportive housing for 

homeless families.  In Dorchester, Viet-AID created 35 family homes for low- and extremely-low 

income families. Finally, in Westfield, Domus, Inc. used HPSTF to create 10 units of supportive 

housing for extremely low-income unaccompanied youth.  

 



In its FY2016 Conference budget, the Legislature agreed to $11.5 million in funding for HPSTF, 

through a transfer of $6.5 million from programs administered by MassHousing and $5 million 

from the General Fund.  Following the Governor’s proposed amendments to HPSTF, including a 

$1.5 million cut to the trust fund, the House took action before the August recess, voting to restore 

the original funding amounts and sources for HPSTF.  

 

The Building Blocks Coalition respectfully requests that the Senate approve the HPSTF restoration 

to ensure funding is available early in FY2016 to help provide homes for the Commonwealth’s 

most vulnerable families and to ensure there are funds available for Secure Jobs as required by 

outside section 189 of the FY2016 budget. 

 

Thank you again for your leadership and continued support for providing quality, safe, and 

affordable homes for everyone in the Commonwealth. Please do not hesitate to contact me with 

any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brenda Clement 

Executive Director 

Citizens’ Housing and Planning Association 

 

On behalf of:  

 

Boston Center for Independent Living 

Boston LISC 

Citizens’ Housing and Planning Association 

Harborlight Community Partners 

Home Funders 

Horizons for Homeless Children 

Massachusetts Association of Community Development Corporations 

Massachusetts Chapter of the National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials 

Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless  

Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance  

Massachusetts Law Reform Institute 

Metropolitan Boston Housing Partnership 

Regional Housing Network 

United Way of Massachusetts Bay and Merrimack Valley 

 

cc: Sen. Stanley C. Rosenberg, President of the Senate 

 Rep. Robert A. DeLeo, Speaker of the House of Representatives  

Rep. Brian S. Dempsey, Chairman, House Committee on Ways and Means 

Sen. Linda Dorcena Forry, Chairwoman, Joint Committee on Housing 

Rep. Kevin G. Honan, Chairman, Joint Committee on Housing 

Distinguished Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Distinguished Members of the House Committee on Ways and Means 


