
18 Tremont Street • Suite 401 • Boston, MA 02108 • Telephone (617) 742-0820 • Fax (617) 742-3953 • Website: www.chapa.org 

July 13, 2016 

 

Speaker Robert DeLeo   Senate President Stanley Rosenberg 

Chairman Brian Dempsey   Chairwoman Karen Spilka 

  

RE: FY2017 Budget Override Requests for Affordable Housing and Homelessness 

Prevention Programs 

 

Dear Speaker DeLeo, President Rosenberg, Chairman Dempsey, and Chairwoman 

Spilka, 

 

Thank you for supporting affordable housing, community development, and homelessness 

prevention programs in the FY2017 budget that will help every family in the 

Commonwealth have a safe, decent, and affordable home. 

 

In order to continue this progress towards lifting all families, Citizens’ Housing and 

Planning Association (CHAPA) requests that the Legislature override Governor Baker’s 

vetoes of affordable housing and homelessness prevention programs in the FY2017 budget. 

Below are the program-specific veto overrides supported by CHAPA.  

 

Thank you for your leadership and your consideration of these override requests. 

 

Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program (MRVP) (7004-9024) 

Override the Governor’s $2.4 million veto and restore funding to $90.9 million through 

the supplemental budget 

 

CHAPA asks the Legislature to override the Governor’s $2.4 million veto and restore level 

funding for MRVP to $90.9 million through the supplemental budget. MRVP is the most 

effective tool to immediately help people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness find 

homes that they can afford. The number of homeless households in the Commonwealth 

remains at crisis levels and the gap between wages and rents continues to grow. We 

respectfully request that the FY2016 funding level of MRVP is restored and preserved. 

 

Since January 2015, the number of homeless families staying in motels dropped from 1,500 

to less than 450 families today. This reduction was achieved largely because of new 

vouchers made possible by increased support of MRVP in FY2016. New vouchers have 

also been used to preserve existing affordable housing and create supportive housing units. 

 

In order to continue this progress and address homelessness, we need to be able to create 

new vouchers. Unfortunately, even if the Governor’s veto is overridden, there will be no 

new vouchers available in FY2017. 
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As you know, MRVP was originally funded at $100 million in the House and Senate budgets, 

which included a transfer of MRVP funds from FY2016 to FY2017. Due to the extended process 

for building affordable housing, the amount of time it takes to lease an apartment, the seasonal 

nature of the rental market, and the delayed distribution of vouchers in FY2016, the use of MRVP 

funds does not always align with the fiscal year. Providers and advocates are diligently working 

with the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) to accelerate the MRVP 

voucher process to move to families more efficiently. 

 

Therefore, in addition to overriding the Governor’s veto, CHAPA urges you to restore level 

funding of $90.9 million to MRVP in FY2017. This will allow DHCD to create new vouchers that 

will continue the progress of reducing homelessness and creating additional affordable housing 

opportunities. 

 

Public Housing Operating Subsidy (7004-9005) 

Override the Governor’s $500,000 veto of Public Housing Operating Subsidy 

 

Governor Baker’s $500,000 veto of public housing operating subsidies will leave state public 

housing authorities without any new funds in FY2017. This line-item supports more than 45,600 

state-sponsored public housing units in Massachusetts, with over two-thirds of these units 

dedicated to seniors and persons with disabilities. Unfortunately, years of underfunding have left 

many housing authorities struggling to operate and keep units in good repair. The $500,000 will 

help provide desperately needed funds to local housing authorities so that they can operate and 

preserve this valuable resource. 

 

Public Housing Reform (7004-9007) 

Override the Governor’s $300,000 veto of Public Housing Reform 

 

CHAPA asks the Legislature to override the Governor’s $300,000 veto of public housing reform. 

These reforms, signed into law in August 2014, improve governance and operation of local 

housing authorities by assisting with capital improvements, unit turn over, and creating a 

centralized waitlist. The reforms also increase tenant participation and promote economies of scale 

by encouraging collaborations among housing authorities. Without the additional funds, many of 

these public housing reform initiatives will not be able to be implemented this year. 

 

Residential Assistance for Families in Transition (RAFT) (7004-9316) 

Override the Governor’s veto of language expanding eligibility for RAFT 

 

We ask the Legislature to override Governor Baker’s veto that eliminates language creating a pilot 

program in RAFT to expand eligibility from only families with children under 21 to include elders, 

persons with disabilities, and unaccompanied youth. 

 

CHAPA thanks the Legislature for including this expansion in its budget. We know that with 

expanded access to RAFT and the allocation of increased funding, the state can move forward in 

building out a network of homelessness prevention funding and housing stabilization services. 
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Doing so will help households avoid homelessness and greatly decrease how long families of all 

types spend without safe, permanent housing. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to Help Low-Income Families 

Override the Governor’s veto of Outside Section 170, creating an MOU among state agencies to 

help low-income families 

 

CHAPA asks the Legislature to override Governor Baker’s veto of Outside Language Section 170 

that would call for a memorandum of understanding on interagency coordination to prevent 

homelessness. The MOU requires the Executive Offices of Housing and Community 

Development, Labor and Workforce Development, Education, and Health and Human Services to 

come together to develop comprehensive cross-agency solutions and systems integration that are 

needed to make meaningful progress on homelessness prevention and maximize effective use of 

existing public resources. It also provides for explicit measures of progress and tracking to promote 

greater accountability in state government. 

 

Thank you again for your consideration of these override requests and for your continued 

commitment to affordable housing, homelessness prevention, and community development 

programs.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brenda Clement 

Executive Director 

 

cc: Rep. Kevin Honan, Chair, Joint Committee on Housing 

Sen. Linda Dorcena Forry, Chair, Joint Committee on Housing 

Distinguished Members of the House Committee on Ways and Means 

Distinguished Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 


