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March 20, 2015 
 
The Honorable Brian Dempsey, Chairman 
House Committee on Ways & Means 
State House, Room 243 
Boston, MA 02133 
 
RE: HomeBASE (7004-0108) Funding in Supplemental Budget H.65/S.21 
 
Dear Chairman Dempsey, 
 
On behalf of the Building Blocks Coalition, we ask for the House to fund the 
HomeBASE program for the remainder of FY2015 and concur with the Senate’s 
$3 million in funding for the program in Supplemental Budget S.21. 
 
As the House worked on the Supplemental Budget last week, we became aware that 
the HomeBASE program would shut down next month when the current FY2015 
appropriation is exhausted unless there is a supplemental appropriation.  Since last 
week, the Department of Housing and Community Development confirmed that 
there will be at least a $3 million shortfall in funding for HomeBASE in FY2015. 
 
HomeBASE is a critical tool to help families avoid or leave the costly emergency 
shelter system.  The program has helped more than 1,800 families exit or avoid 
shelter in first six months of the current fiscal year by offering families an alternative 
to shelter that includes stabilization services and up to $6,000 in financial assistance 
to pay rent, utility bills, security deposits, and other expenses that would allow 
families to stay in their homes, move into new housing, or live with other families. 
 
If HomeBASE shuts down next month, it will mean: 
 

 More Homeless Families in Emergency Shelters and Motels.  From 
November 2014 through January 2015, an average of 113 families per month 
avoided entering shelters and motels using HomeBASE.  Suspension of 
HomeBASE would directly result in 100 or more families being admitted 
into emergency shelters and motels each month. 
 

 Longer Stays for Families in Emergency Shelters and Motels.  Without 
HomeBASE, families will not be able to exit the costly shelter system.  As of 
January, over 1,500 families used HomeBASE to exit shelters in the past 
fiscal year.  This represents 43% of all families exiting the shelter system. 
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 Families Re-entering the Shelter System.  Without HomeBASE, more than 100 families 
who receive stabilization services, including time-limited rent stipends, will be at risk of 
becoming homeless and re-entering emergency shelters.  Losing this assistance could result 
in evictions for families who were able to find or remain in their homes with HomeBASE. 
 

 Loss of Jobs.  If HomeBASE is suspended at the end of April, dozens of workers at 
housing non-profits across the state would lose their jobs.  This also means a loss of staff 
who are well-trained to help divert, stabilize, and place families in homes. 

 
Again, HomeBASE helps to divert families from entering the costly emergency shelter system and 
prevents them from ever being placed at a motel.  Families who use HomeBASE to avoid shelter 
receive $6,000 to remain in or find a new home.  This is far less expensive alternative compared to 
placing a family in a shelter or motel. 
 
Again, the Building Blocks Coalition respectfully requests the House to fund the HomeBASE 
program for the remainder of FY2015 and concur with the Senate’s $3 million in funding for the 
program in Supplemental Budget S.21. 
 
 
Thank you for considering this request.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brenda Clement 
Executive Director 
Citizens’ Housing and Planning Association 
 
 
 
 

cc: Speaker Robert DeLeo 
 Chairman Kevin Honan 
 Undersecretary Chrystal Kornegay 
 


